
 

Friends, Romans, countrymen, 

Lend me your ears!  

In year 2008 the Shakespeare workshop for students of our advanced English 
courses was established. 

In it students of year 12, interested in Shakespeare and his time, read and discuss 
about Elizabethan England, Shakespeare’s plays and sonnets. 

Teacher of the workshop is probably one of the greatest Shakespeare fans of our 
time: Mr. Hoffmann. He will make you read the, in his opinion, best plays ever written 
and understand the beauty of William Shakespeare’s poetry.  

Students of the workshop will learn about Shakespeare’s time in history and about 
his personal life. You will find out, why people loved to go to the Globe Theatre 
already four hundred years ago and watch Shakespeare’s plays. However, the main 
part of the two semesters you will spend reading Shakespeare’s plays, discussing 
the language and meaning. In the meantime you will learn how to understand and 
interpret the Shakespeare’s English and get an insight into his unequaled humor.  

After some time, when you are the only person in a theatre understanding and 
laughing about a Shakespearean joke or start talking with Shakespeare-quotes 
yourself, you become aware that you have turned into a Shakespeare freak.  

Do you believe in fate? Are you in love with someone? Have you ever read about the 
most evil person of all time? How do you feel about racism? Which role does Hamlet 
play for our human race? 

These are questions you find in Shakespeare’s plays - and  these are questions 
which are still current issues in our society. 

Highlights of one year of dealing with William Shakespeare were doubtlessly 
the workshops, for instance on the stage the Prime Time Theater, where we 
rehearsed and acted particularly funny scenes from “A Midsummer Night’s 



Dream”, and at the “Theater Haus Mitte”, where two young professional actors 
taught each of us to recite one of Shakespeare’s great soliloquies.  
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Our journey through time ended in London, in July 2009. A trip with the whole course 
to London was the best possible end for such a great course. 

On this note, we guarantee you an interesting year with Shakespeare and Mr. 
Hoffmann and hope you have a great time.  

But keep in mind: 

 All the world's a stage,  

And all the men and women merely players …  

(Written by Tim Verdenhalven & David Willnow)  


